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1 A im of the gu ide 
 

Th is gu ide conta ins the practica l information needed to apply for a Project from the 
AXA Research Fund (AXA RF), as we ll as a genera l overview of the se lection process.  

2 Description of the ca ll for Projects  
Projects funded by the AXA Research Fund a ims at provid ing a 
department / laboratory w ith the means to strengthen its research and explore ne w 
avenues. The project is expected to be subm itted and led by a Head of 
department / laboratory and be consistent w ith the long-term deve lopment strategy 
of the institution . Hence , there is a restriction to one application per institut ion per 
year. 
 
The Principa l Investigator of the project must meet the follow ing criteria: 

- Be a lready estab lished in the institution as Head of department / laboratory 
- Be of the h ighest ca liber (pub lications in first-rate journa ls, internationa l stature 

and netw ork) 
- Have demonstrated sound capacity to lead large-sca le projects 

 

3 Elig ib ility and se lection criteria for a Project 
O n ly the most renow ned research institutions, w h ich meet the h ighest standards of 
exce llence , may apply for a Project. These institutions must satisfy the stringent 
se lection criteria set forth be low (See §3 .3). 
 
Every application that is subm itted must be complete and must comply w ith the 
criteria be low in order to be considered by the Scientific Board of the Fund . 
 
The Scientific Board oversees the se lection process, basing its decisions on the 
assessments offered by a net w ork of experts w hose reputation in the ir fie lds is 
internationa l.  

3 .1 Geograph ica l scope  
 

Exce llent research institutions w ith an internationa l scope and located in: 
• one of the member states of the European Union 
• one of the countries associated to the EU w ithin the mean ing of the 7th 

Frame w ork Programme of the EU  
(FP7 , i.e . Sw itzerland , Israe l, Norw ay, Ice land , Liechtenste in , Turkey, Croatia , 
the Former Yugoslav Repub lic of Macedon ia and Serb ia , A lban ia and 
Montenegro)  

• in Asia (Singapore , Hong Kong , Ch ina , Japan , South Korea , Ind ia) 
• in Latin America (Brazil and Mexico) 

 
The Fund does not place restrictions on the nationa lity of the Principa l Investigator.  
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Important: 
• If the project involves researchers from d ifferent institutions, the application 

must be subm itted by the Principa l Investigator. H is/ her inst itution is deemed 
to be the lead ing house w ith w h ich the AXA Research Fund w ill sign the 
contract if the proposa l is se lected . 

• Applications rece ived after the dead line cannot be considered . 
• The AXA Research Fund does not fund research projects meant for 

commercia l exploitation . 
 

3 .2 Elig ible research fie lds 
 

Projects funded by the AXA Research Fund must be re lated to one of the sub jects 
identified by its Scientific Board . The themes for 2012 are identified be low , and can 
a lso be found on the website of the AXA Research Fund:  
http:/ / w w w .axa-research .org /en /  
 

• Environmenta l risks 
o Climate change 
o Natura l hazards 
o Human driven environmenta l changes 

 
• Life risks 

o Ag ing and long term care 
o Biomed ica l risks 
o Add ictions and risky behaviors 
 

• Socio-econom ic Risks 
o Geopolitica l risks 
o Macro-econom ic and financia l system ic risks 
o Behaviors tow ards risks 
o Large corporate risks 
 
 

The AXA Research Fund , for eth ica l reasons, does not fund research in the follow ing 
areas:  

• research violating national regulations  
• research having direct military use  
• research having potentially dangerous environmental impact  
• biomedical research led without the informed consent of the donor  
• research on embryo stem cells  
• processing of private personal data without the informed consent of the concerned (incl. genetic 

information)  
• research activities aiming at human cloning  

 
 
 

http://www.axa-research.org/en/
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3 .3 Se lection criteria 
 
Criteria used to make the scientific and academ ic assessment of a ll applications are 
the follow ing:  

1 . The institution ’s reputation for academ ic exce llence 

o Q ua lity of its research: pub lications in scientific reviews, presence of 
internationa lly renow ned researchers 

o Q ua lity of the research environment and w orking cond itions offered to 
researchers 

o Re lationsh ip to the internationa l commun ity: internationa l impact of the 
research carried out 

2 . The academ ic exce llence of the Project 

o Scientific orig ina lity and innovative nature of the Project 

o Project’s contribution to strengthen ing internationa l net w orks (va lued but 
not mandatory) 

3 . Robustness of the Project 

o Consistency bet w een the research Project and the long-term deve lopment 
policy of the institution 

o O perationa l strength and qua lity of the organ ization set up to support th is 
Project (includ ing a rea listic and coherent budget) 

4 . Academ ic exce llence of the Principa l Investigator 

The Principa l Investigator must be first-rate in h is/ her scientific fie ld (see section 2). 

 
Please note that the se lection process is made up of t w o rounds:  
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- The first round is meant to se lect the institutions a llow ed to subm it a proposa l 
for a Project. Th is se lection w ill be primarily based on academ ic exce llence of 
the institution in the chosen fie lds – assessed by our Scientific Board . Then , 
institutions w ill be informed on w hether they are invited to subm it an 
application or not. 

- The second round a ims at se lecting proposa ls w ith regard to 3 criteria: 
innovative nature and robustness of the research project, academ ic exce llence 
of the Principa l Investigator. 

 

4 Project fund ing 
The AXA Research Fund comm its up to €100.000 per year for Projects w h ich m ight 
be carried out over a period of t w o to five years. Six to ten Projects are se lected per 
year. 
 
Note that w h ile se lecting Projects, the Scientific Board of the Fund makes its decision 
based on the pure scientific qua lity of the proposa l regard less the budget. Budget 
issues may be cha llenged by the Board in a second step, once the proposa l is 
se lected . 
 
Neverthe less, the budget is expected to be coherent, w e ll structured and consistent 
a long w ith the length and the research fie ld of the project. There are no stringent 
ru les and the follow ing is a imed at gu id ing in the setting up of the budget. 
 
Are e lig ib le the follow ing costs: 

- Personne l costs. As the PI is expected to be a lready employed by the 
institution , the budget shou ld not include h is/ her sa lary but may include 
sa laries of research team members (PhD , Post Doctora l fe llows, research 
assistants…) h ired for the completion of th is specific project. 

- Trave l and subsistence costs for collaboration 
- Pub lication costs 

 
Ind irect costs are not e lig ib le: 

- costs re lated to genera l adm in istration and management 
- costs of office or laboratory space includ ing rent or depreciation of bu ild ings 

and equ ipment and re lated expend iture such as water, heating… 
- ma intenance , insurance and safety costs 
- commun ication expenses, net w ork connection charges, posta l charges and 

office supplies 
- common office equ ipment such as PC’s, laptops, office soft ware 
- m isce llaneous recurring consumab les.  

 
Please note the AXA Research fund does not cover infrastructure or overhead costs. 
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5 How to apply? 

5 .1 2012 Timetable 
 
In 2012 , one ca ll for Projects w ill be organ ized . 

o 1st round application (i.e . dead line for institutions to reg ister and pre-
apply):  

- open ing: February 16 th , 2012;  
- closing: March 8 th , 2012 at noon (French time GMT+1). 
 

o Institutions to subm it the name of the Principa l Investigator:  
- open ing: March 15 th , 2012;  
- closing: A pril 5 th , 2012 at noon (French time GMT+1). 
 

o 2nd round application (Principa l Investigator to fill in h is/ her 
application):  

- open ing: April 6 th , 2012;  
- closing: May 10 th , 2012 at noon (French time GMT+1). 
 

o Revie w and se lection:  
Resu lts w ill be re leased on November 5 th, 2012 . 
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5 .2 Deta iled application and se lection process 

Step 1: Reg istra tion of the institu tion and first round app lication (by the 
Institu tion Represen tative) 

Institutions are requ ired to designate a sing le poin t of contact responsib le for 
partnersh ips (Institution Representative) w ith the AXA Research Fund and reg ister.  
It is possib le to check w hether an institution is a lready reg istered or not 
(https:/ /secure-researchfund .axa .com/Pub lic/InstitutionSearch .aspx). 
 
Reg istration is an on line process (https:/ /secure-
researchfund .axa .com/Pub lic /InstitutionEd it.aspx) and is expla ined in deta il in the 
modus operand i entitled “How to reg ister” ava ilab le on the website (http:/ / w w w .axa-
research .org / how -to-reg ister-an-institution). 
  
Institution Representative is expected to se lect from 1 to 12 research fie lds w here 
he /she be lieves fundamenta l research carried out w ith in the institution is exce llent 
and m ight subm it an application . The Institut ion Representative has the opportun ity 
(not mandatory) to write a free text on the strengths of the institution and 
any re levant information w orth commun icating to the AXA Research Fund . 
 
A fe w days after March 8 th, the Institution Representative w ill be informed w hether 
the institution is invited to subm it an application or not. 
 

Step 2: Institu tion to subm it cand ida tes (by Institution Represen tative) 
The AXA Research Fund re lies on the Institution Representative to designate the 
Principa l Investigator on beha lf of the institution (i.e after d iscussion w ith the 
presidency/rectorate) by filling-in h is/ her name & ema il address on line 
(http:/ /researchfund-platform.axa .com/). 
 
O nce the Principa l Investigator is va lidated by the Institution Representative , an e-ma il 
is sent d irectly to the cand idate , enclosing the necessary deta ils to access the 
application form (URL, username and passw ord). 
 

Step 3: Second round app lication (by Principa l Investigator) 

 
1 . The application form is accessed by clicking on the URL provided in the e-ma il. The 
Principa l Investigator enters the username and passw ord provided in the e-ma il to 
log in and va lidates. 
 

 

https://secure-researchfund.axa.com/Public/InstitutionSearch.aspx
http://www.axa
http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/)
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2 . The Principa l Investigator is requ ired to fill a ll the requ ired fie lds and upload the 
needed files (F ig 1 to 8). O nce the form is filled-in , he /she clicks on the button 
“PUBLISH F ORM” (F ig 9). He /She w ill rece ive an automatic confirmation ema il. 
 
The application form can be filled-in during d ifferent sessions. Make sure you save the 
form by clicking on the “SA VE AS A DRAFT” button before closing the w indow ; 
otherw ise a ll the information w ou ld be lost. 
 
IMP ORTA NT: For security reasons, your session w ill exp ire automatica lly after 60 
minutes of inaction . Please make sure that you regu larly save your data by clicking on 
the "SAVE F ORM AS DRAFT" button at the bottom of the application form. 
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F ig 1 

 
 

 
F ig 2 
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F ig 3 

 
The Principa l Investigator uploads one document includ ing: 
- CV and pub lications 
N .B: The PI shou ld include a brief list of h is/ her most important pub lications in h is/ her 
CV , w h ich may be follow ed by a complete list at the end of the CV . 
- A letter of support by the president /rector of the institution 
 
 
 
 

 
F ig 4 
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To add the names of ma in contributors to the Project, e ither from the laboratory or 
other institutions, the Principa l Investigator clicks on the link. 
 

 
F ig 5 

 
The Principa l Investigator uploads each of the CVs of ma in contributors and c licks on 
“Save th is team member”. 
 
 
 

 
F ig 6 
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F ig 7 

 
 
 

 
F ig 8 
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F ig 9 

 
 
IMP ORTA NT INF ORMATIO N : 
- Applications filled-in after the stated dead line w ill be considered ine lig ib le . 
- A ll fie lds and documents must be written in Eng lish as applications are revie wed by 
internationa l experts. 
 

Step 4: Se lection and commun ication of resu lts 

The Scientific Board bases its decision on the assessments provided by w orld-
renow ned experts in the appropriate area . 
As soon as the Board makes its decision , the Fund informs the Institution 
Representative and the Principa l Investigator. 


